Who are the precursors in digital journalism research in Brazil? How many thesis and dissertations were already defended about this topic? What is the profile of these publications? These are some of the questions that we intend to answer in this article which proposes to outline a preliminary survey of the studies carried out during the first decade of development in this journalistic modality in the country. Our assumption is that there are four research clusters located in the Northeast, Center-west, Southeast and South regions of the country.
Introduction
To know the precursors in digital journalism research in Brazil and to outline a survey about the studies carried out through the last 10 years are the two objectives of this article. We intend to verify the institutions and country regions that are involved, to identify the number of thesis and dissertations defended on the topic, as well as to map the researchers' performance.
We work with the hypothesis that there are four clusters 4 of researchers distributed among the Northeast, Center-west, Southeast and South region of the country in which the studies about this specialty of journalism have developed in a stable and increasing way. These poles are represented by six researchers who we have elected to begin our study about the scientific production on digital journalism.
To define the six names that we mention here as the ones with the more consolidated production and with the major work in activities of research and of advising in Graduation Programs, we used, initially, the data base maintained by the (CAPES) 5 using the key words "online journalism" and "digital journalism" and then, checking the Curriculum Vitae of the researcher at the Lattes 6 platform. It was necessary to make the crossing of the information obtained in both data bases because we identify some gaps in the researchers' production sometimes in one and sometimes in the other data base. In the cases where we still have doubts even after searching in both data bases, the researchers were personally contacted by e-mail.
The text is divided into three parts that are: first, a brief introduction about the researchers; second, their work in Graduate programs and; finally, their intellectual production (publications).
The Researchers
The six names selected, according the criteria explained beforehand, to accomplish this survey were the following: Claudia Irene Quadros (Universidade Tuiuti 
Panorama of the performance in Graduate Programs
Crossing the information in the data bases of both CAPES and CNPq, 52 works of either Master's or Doctorate were found, which were produced between 1998 and 2005. From this amount, 28 works were advised by one of the researchers we are studying -that means more than 50%. In Table 2 it is possible to visualize the work of the considered researchers. The data from CAPES allow us to infer that the first dissertations about online journalism were produced at the university Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, which were concluded in 1998 and, soon after we can find works advised at the To evaluate the course of the research in the institutions and the development of the investigations in the clusters we once more checked, compared and analyzed the information obtained in the data bases from both CAPES and CNPq. 
We have a total of 15 advisements in course, with six of them at UFBA, four at USP, four in South (three at UTP and one at PUCRS) and, one at UNB.
From the Table above we can identify a greater number of thesis than dissertations being written, which on one hand demonstrates the maturation of the research in the area but, on the other hand, raises the questions about the possible decrease in interest in the topic among students in Master's Programs.
It is also possible to perceive the regularity of the research that, in fact, is consolidated in the clusters in Bahia with Marcos Palacios (with five advisees) and Elias 
Publications Survey
In this part of our work we talk about the publications available on June 2005 for the sample researchers in their Lattes platform CVs 8 . It is important to note that works published in different languages would count twice, not because of the translation work but, above all, for its impact on a wider audience. Articles that were published in a specialized periodical and, afterwards, included as a book chapter were also considered different productions.
The following table indicates the production of articles, books (organized or written by the researcher) and book chapters. Next, we present some general comments about the production of each researcher.
Claudia Quadros
Her doctorate thesis mentioned earlier was later published as a book by the 
Elias Machado Gonçalves
Before he started his doctorate, he already worked in the area in the mid-nineties Machado's work concerns the systematization of digital journalism investigations, the low value given to applied research in Brazil, the effects of technology on the means of communication, the new production and distribution 10 This is an award that is given annually by the 
Marcos Palacios
The most experienced researcher among the selection, Marcos Silva Palacios, began investigating digital journalism in 1995. His production on the topic reflects on teaching, methods, narrative and technology.
In 1996, together with Elias Machado Gonçalves, professor at Universidade 
Sebastião Squirra
Sebastião Squirra is the author of the first book about journalism in digital networks published in Brazil, in 1998, with the title, Online Journ@lism. This work was the result of his doctorate at the University of North Carolina, USA. Most of his production is about television. On digital journalism, besides the book, he has written six articles, five of them published in Brazil and one in Bolivia. The earliest one, from 1995, describes the importance of the internet to communication. Four other articles are from 1998, the same year the book was published, and they present the tendencies of journalism in cyberspace. In the most recent one, in 2002, Squirra connects telejournalism and the internet. 
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Final Considerations
A survey of this sort, with a quantitative focus, is not a complete work but an initial step: the systematic enumeration of studies in the field of digital journalism carried out in Brazil in the first decade of the research object. Although it is a simple preliminary survey, we identified some significant aspects of this scene.
We have found three post-docs, one reader and, two doctors. We found that the education of the pioneer researchers was, in the greater part, outside of Brazil, Another observation is that in the Northeast (Bahia) cluster the coordinators of the Online Journalism Research Group have the greater incidence of text production in co-authorship. This datum probably means the development of team work in the research group.
Through our findings, we verify that among the 52 works (dissertations and thesis), 28 were advised by one of the six researchers, that is, 53,8 % of the total amount. The other 24 works were divided among 18 other advisers. We also found that the works being carried out at the moment are divided among six dissertations and nine theses, which indicates the maturity of research in the area. These works, however, are not divided equally among the researchers; 12 of the 15 advisees underway now are under the direction of only three researchers: Marcos Palacios (two master's and three doctorates), Elizabeth Saad (one master and three doctorates) and, Claudia Quadros (three master's). The other researchers are advising only one work, and Sebastião Squirra is not advising any work at the moment.
